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Response from the Ministry of Children and Family Development
Section 6

Ref. 187994 
 

 
Norma Glendinning 
Assistant Auditor General  
Office of the Auditor General 
8 Bastion Square 
Victoria BC  V8V 1X4 
 
Dear Norma Glendinning: 
  

Re: Follow-up review of Office of the Auditor General Report on 
Management of Aboriginal Child Protection Services 

 
The Ministry of Children and Family Development is pleased to provide an update on the 
progress in implementing recommendations contained in this report as at July 31, 2009. 

The ministry has identified Aboriginal child and family services as one of its key 
priorities, as evidenced by the decision to protect investments throughout 2009/10 and the 
significant work taking place within the ministry’s Aboriginal transformation agenda. 
This agenda is aimed at working with Aboriginal people to improve outcomes for their 
children and families and support them in seeking out solutions within their own 
communities.  

Since we last reported out on the audit recommendations, we are pleased with progress in 
our collaborative work with individual First Nations and Aboriginal organizations around 
the province, including those who are pursuing new Indigenous child welfare service 
delivery models in their communities. 

In March 2009, the Minister signed a Recognition and Reconciliation Protocol on First 
Nations Children, Youth and Families with the B.C. First Nations Leadership Council.  In 
addition, B.C. has implemented Jordan's Principle to prevent jurisdictional funding 
disputes between the provincial and federal government from interfering with First 
Nations children’s access to available health and social services. 

Ensuring equity of services in First Nations communities continues to be an issue.  The 
ministry has taken an active role in supporting First Nation delegated agencies in the 
development of a new on-reserve services funding formula.  A new framework was 
tabled with the federal government in September 2008 and the ministry continues to urge 
the federal government for a formal response. 
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There are 24 delegated agencies in the province and another five agencies are currently 
being funded to develop service delivery models.  By the end of 2008/09, 1,832 
Aboriginal children in care were served by a delegated Aboriginal agency, a healthy 
improvement over the previous year when slightly more than 1,500 Aboriginal children 
were served by a delegated agency.  In fact, this exceeds the ministry’s service plan 
performance targets. 

In terms of improving outcomes and maintaining quality in Aboriginal child protection 
services, the ministry is also in the process of redesigning child protection standards to 
support an evidence-based, high-quality Indigenous approach. 

Your initial report acknowledged the challenges and complexities in Aboriginal child 
protection and we have appreciated your office’s interest in what continues to be a 
priority for the ministry. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Lesley du Toit 
Deputy Minister 
 
Enclosures (2) 
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Response from the Ministry of Children and Family Development
Section 6 
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