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Mz. Morris Sydor

Assistant Auditor General

Office of the Auditor General of British Columbia
8 Bastion Square

Victoria, BC V8V 1X4

Re:  Follow-up Review of Your Report Preventing Fatalities and Serious Injuries
in B.C. Forests: Progress Needed — Report 5 - January 2008

Dear Mr. Sydor:

Thank you for your letter of January 28, 2009 requesting an update on our progress in
implementing the above-noted report.

We welcome the opportunity to update you on our progress in implementing the
recommendations from your insightful report. Government recognizes the importance
of obtaining tangible improvements in forest worker safety and has made significant
progress in implementing your recommendations through the newly formed

Interagency Committee on Forest Safety. We are mindful there is still more to do to address this
serious issue.

We would like to draw your attention to the following highlights:

In 2008, WorkSafeBC made amendments regarding forestry operations to the
Occupational Health and Safety Regulation. These amendments are intended to
improve safety in the sector by increasing supervision, mandating training, requiring
the designation of prime contractors, and ensuring the safe use of mechanical falling
equipment,
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The BC Forest Safety Council has increased the types of training and certification courses it
offers, including Individual Owner Operator Safety Training (offered as part of the Council’s
SAFE Companies certification program), and Faller Supervisor Certification. Plans are also
underway to develop a training standard for use in the log hauling sector. In 2008, there were
2,916 enrollments in the Council’s training and certification programs, compared to 2,555 in
2007.

BC Timber Sales, as of December 31, 2008, requires all of its contractors to be SAFE certified,
and the Ministry of Forests and Range’s Forests for Tomorrow Program is implementing similar
requirements. Further mandatory SAFE certifications are being considered by the ministry.

WorkSafeBC has continued with its Integrated Forest Compliance Strategy, which emphasizes
shared responsibility and accountability for safety through education, inspection, and increased
enforcement. In 2008, 3,943 inspections were conducted, up from 3,742 in 2007.

To address safety on resource roads, WorkSafeBC has undettaken a “Demonstration Project”,
designed to address the management of complex road systems used by a multitude of different
parties, both industrial and private. The project also examines new technology that may
coniribute to safer use of roads by drivers, and more importantly, examines how due diligence
for responsibility by owners and prime contractors can be effected through Road Safety
Management groups established in various forest districts throughout the province.

Other actions to improve safety on resource roads includes the purchase of radar guns and
increased enforcement of speed restrictions on Forest Service Roads by the Ministry of Forests
and Range, as well as changes to the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation that require
drivers to keep log books.

The above-noted actions, along with changes undertaken by industry and workers, have
contributed to the 20 percent reduction in serious injuries in forestry for 2008, However, the
number of fatalities in the sector in 2008 is unacceptable and more needs to be done,

WorkSafeBC is investigating faller fatalities in 2008 and in eatlier years to determine the causes
and the effectiveness of current training programs. The answers will help build risk intervention
strategies and fine tune existing training processes. WorksSafeBC is also undertaking a
comprehensive examination of the effects of fatigue impairment on work place safety. These
efforts will help determine future policy.

Government is considering amendments to the Workers Compensation Act to address the
accountability and protection of self-employed forest workers. Further work is being
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undertaken to develop legislative options to address forest worker safety. The Ministry of
Forests and Range is also conducting consuliations regarding legislative changes to regulating
resource road use in an effort to better accommodate multiple users and to increase safety.

We will also be implementing evaluation and monitoring systems to ensure our efforts have the
desired outcome of significantly reducing forest worker injuries and deaths.

Although we do understand the necessity to focus on the tangible results, it must be recognized
that both ministries are involved in other activities that enhance forest worker safety, For
example, the Ministry of Forests and Range and WorkSafeBC have increased collaboration on
roads and safety culture in the forest sector.

We have enclosed a detailed recommendation status summary from the Ministry of Labour and
Citizens’ Services and the Ministry of Forests and Range.

We would be pleased to meet with you to discuss our progress to date. If you have any questions
or require further information, please call Mr. David Morel, Executive Lead — Interagency
Committee on Forest Safety, Ministry of Labour and Citizens® Services, at 1-250-387-3123,

Yours truly,

Paul Straszak John Dyble

Assaociate Deputy Minister Deputy Minister

Ministry of Labour and Citizens’ Services Ministry of Forests and Range

Attachments:; 2

cce: David Morel, Executive Lead
Interagency Committee on Forest Safety
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