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September 3, 2008  Ref:  176842 
 
John Doyle 
Auditor General 
Office of the Auditor General 
of British Columbia 
8 Bastion Square 
Victoria BC V8V 1X4 
 
Dear Mr. Doyle: 
 
I am pleased to provide the progress report on implementation of the recommendations within 
The Child and Youth Mental Health Plan: A Promising Start to an Urgent Need.  The ministry 
continues to make progress on these recommendations, with many of them being substantially or 
fully completed.  
 
The Ministry of Children and Family Development’s Strong, Safe and Supported:   
Operational Plan which was developed in 2008 will guide increased effectiveness, efficiency 
and accountability for supports and services for children, youth and their families served by the 
ministry.  In addition, the ministry has appointed an Assistant Deputy Minister for Quality 
Assurance who will lead regular internal and external evaluations to ensure that minimum 
standards are met and sustained.  The ongoing delivery of evidence-based training, including 
Dual Diagnosis (mental disorder and developmental disorder) training, is moving us closer to 
ensuring that evidence-based practice is implemented across the regions.  The FRIENDS 
program continues to be well received in school districts.  Recent consultations with school 
districts will assist the ministry to better understand key factors that influence the uptake and 
sustainability of FRIENDS in school districts, and an action plan will be developed by 
September 30, 2008.     
 
The Child and Youth Mental Health Plan for BC Progress Report was announced by the 
Minister on May 20, 2008, and this information is now available to the public.  The ministry has 
recently completed the consultation on the review of the Child and Youth Mental Health 
(CYMH) Plan, and the report will be completed by Fall 2008.  The review includes surveys, 
focus groups, and individual interviews with key stakeholders.  This review will identify how the 
CYMH Plan has impacted the mental health service system in serving Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal children and youth and their families.  It will also identify remaining gaps in mental 
health programs and services, and will recommend next steps in order to continue to build on the 
work already accomplished through the plan.   
 

…/2 
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The ministry remains committed to working collaboratively with our partners to realize the 
common goal of improved mental health outcomes and optimum opportunities for healthy 
development for children and youth in British Columbia. 
 
Sincerely, 
ORIGINAL SIGNED BY 
Lesley du Toit 
Deputy Minister 
 
 
Enclosures (2) 
 
fc: Correspondence Management 
 ADM’s Office, Integrated Policy and Legislation 
 Executive Director, Child, Youth and Family Policy 

Director, Child and Youth Mental Health 
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Response from the Ministry of Children and Family Development
Section 7
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Response from the Ministry of Children and Family Development
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Response from the Ministry of Children and Family Development
Section 7
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Response from the Ministry of Children and Family Development
Section 7
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